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Abstract: We describe a new species of Stegotherium (Xenarthra, Stegotheriini, Dasypodidae),
S. notohippidensis, based on specimens from two localities in the vicinity of Lago Argentino (Santa
Cruz province, Argentina). Based on the related mammalian assemblages and some stratigraphic
inferences, both localities are tentatively assigned to the “étage Notohippidien” (Notohippidian stage)
of Ameghino, part of the Santacrucian Age (early Miocene). In addition to the new species of
Stegotherium described herein, we also present a brief comment about the current status of the
“Notohippidian” within the Santacrucian Age.

Key words: Stegotherium, Stegotheriini, Dasypodidae, Santacrucian, early Miocene.

1. Introduction

The armadillos Stegotheriini (sensu VIZCAÍNO 1990,
unpublished Ph.D. dissertation; VIZCAÍNO 1994)
(Xenarthra, Dasypodidae) are well represented in
Cenozoic units of Patagonia ranging from the Eocene
(Casamayoran Age) (CARLINI et al. 2004; CARLINI

et al. 2005) to the Miocene of Argentina and Chile
(Friasian Age) (SCILLATO-YANÉ et al. 1990; VIZCAÍNO

1990 unpublished Ph.D. dissertation; PARDIÑAS 199l).
The only genus formally described for this tribe,
Stegotherium AMEGHINO, is possibly the best adapted
to strict mirmecophagy among the armadillos
(VIZCAÍNO 1994). Stegotherium has three described
species: Stegotherium tessellatum AMEGHINO, 1887,
Stegotherium variegatumAMEGHINO, 1902, and Stego-
therium simplex (AMEGHINO, 1887), in addition to

Stegotheriini n. gen., n. sp. “A” (VIZCAÍNO 1990, un-
published Ph.D. dissertation), and Stegotherium n. sp.
(GONZÁLEZ & SCILLATO-YANÉ, in press). Although
few species have been named, several preliminary
contributions indicated a higher diversity for this
tribe (VIZCAÍNO 1990 unpublished Ph.D. dissertation;
CARLINI et al. 2005; GONZÁLEZ et al. 2006).

A revision of all the specimens assigned to Stego-
therium, as well as their specific diagnoses and
descriptions, showed that two groups of osteoderms
previously attributed to S. tessellatum by VIZCAÍNO

(1990 unpublished Ph.D. dissertation) represent a new
species of Stegotherium. They were collected in two
fossil localities (Fig. 1) near Lago Argentino (Santa
Cruz province, Argentina), tentatively assigned to
the “Notohippidian” (“étage Notohippidien” sensu
AMEGHINO 1900-1902, or “Notohippidian stage”).


